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Nano Regulatory Policy and NGOs 

• Emergence of Nano-technology in consumer products* 

• Toothpaste, Air Sanitizers, Vitamins etc… 

• Stakeholders among nano: Industry, Government, 

Academia, and Public 

* http://www.aolnews.com/2010/03/24/gallery-nano-products-are-everywhere/ 



NGO => Non-Governmental Organization 

 



NGO => Non-Governmental Organization 

 

• How do NGOs seek to influence regulatory policy and industry 

practices regarding engineered nanomaterials? 



David J Hess Ph.D. – Vanderbilt University 

• “Environmental Reform Organizations and Undone Science in the U.S.: 

Exploring the Environmental, Health, and Safety (EH&S) Implications of 

Nanotechnology – June 2010 

 

• Report states:  

• Environmental Reform Organizations have  

       had significant impacts on policy outcomes. 



Data Compilation 

• Download published works:  

• Articles, Reports, Journals  

• Compile information into a summary  

 report 

• Example NGO: Greenpeace 

• http://www.greenpeace.org/usa/en/ 
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Research Report 

NGO membership 



Research Report 

NGO concerns 



Research Report 

NGO action 



127 NGOs in database  

60 actively engaged in nanotechnology policy  



Organization (Nation) Goal Nano Focus Target

Beyond Pesticides (U.S.) Implement policy of nano in FDA Silver Nanoparticles EPA and FDA

Environmental Defense (U.S.) Partner w/Gov. & Corp. for policy EH&S U.S. Gov., Industry, EPA and FDA

Project on Emerging Nanotechnology (U.S.) Partner w/Gov. & Corp. for policy EH&S U.S. Government, EPA 

Silicon Valley Toxics Coalition (U.S.) Partner w/Gov. & public for policy waste w/ electronics & lifecycle U.S. Government and Public

Loka Institue (U.S.) Influence Gov. & Industry EH&S Public & Government

Physicians and Scientists for Global Responsibilty (N.Z.) Regulatory Change EH&S Local Government

Canadian Environmental Law Association (Canada) Local Policy Change EH&S Local Government

Soil Association  (U.K.) Ban food products with nano EH&S Food Industry and Farmers

Nanotechnology Industries Association (W.W.) Maximize communites knowledge Promotion of nano Consumers & Government

Center for Responsible Nanotechnology (W.W.) Enact Governmental policy EH&S Government

Erosion, Technology and Concentration Group (W.W.) Moratorium EH&S, nano life cycle International Governments

Friends of the Earth (W.W) More EH&S research More EH&S research Government and Industry

Greenpeace (W.W) Moratorium EH&S, nano life cycle Nano Industry

Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy (W.W) Implement policy of nano in FDA EH&S FDA and U.S. Government

International Center for Technology Assesment (W.W) Moratorium EH&S, nano life cycle EPA and FDA

National Resources Defence Council (W.W.) EH&S research, Reg. Change More EH&S research Government

Center for Inernational Environmental Law (W.W.) Influence international regulations EH&S International Governments
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•Litigation 

•Suit against Food and Drug Administration by NGOs – Jan. 2012 

 

 



NGOs are concerned with EH&S  
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Future Research Possibilities: 
Are specific nanomaterials being targeted? 
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Future Research Possibilities: 
Which target is having most progress in the regulatory process? 
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To Conclude 

 
• Nanotechnology has great potential for society and the economy 

 

• David Hess  
• Organized public have changed policy 

 

• NGOs are concerned with Environmental Health and Safety 

 

• Further research will tell us the impacts of NGOs on the nano 

industry 
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