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MeasuringMeasuring News EventsNews Events

Does the media influence peopleDoes the media influence people’’s attitudes and s attitudes and 
actions?actions?

Tuna sandwichTuna sandwich
SpinachSpinach
Genetically modified foodsGenetically modified foods
Nuclear PowerNuclear Power
NanotechnologyNanotechnology

Agenda setting and media attentionAgenda setting and media attention
Studies show that the media does influence what Studies show that the media does influence what 
people think about (McCombs & Shaw, 1972).people think about (McCombs & Shaw, 1972).
Especially when it is the only source.Especially when it is the only source.



MethodMethod

Google News: continuously updates 4,500 news Google News: continuously updates 4,500 news 
sources.sources.
GooglerGoogler! : Automatic search for ! : Automatic search for nanonano related related 
word clusters.word clusters.
Automatically downloads to ExcelAutomatically downloads to Excel
Clean the dataClean the data
Read each article for negative use of the word Read each article for negative use of the word 
cluster.cluster.
Save stories in a database in categories for the Save stories in a database in categories for the 
individual word clusters. individual word clusters. 
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Nano! + Word Cluster Submit

Excel 

Clean DataRead StoriesRecord Negative 
Stories in Database



Raw Data

Risk cluster returned 535 websites!



Cleaning Data

Risk cluster produced 30-40 relevant negative stories.



Final Coded Data



Data Categories

A story may have more than one word cluster



Google All Pub Types
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