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What are Non-Governmental 
Organizations (NGO’s) ? 
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1. www.etcgroup.org; 2. www.edf.org; 3. www.nanotechproject.org 4. www.foe.org; 5. www.greenpeace.org 

3 



What is the Big Picture? 
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NGO’s? 



• Issues  
• Actions 
• Impacts 
• Concern 

Understand… 

…of NGO’s on nanotechnology. 
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Hypothesized Relationships 

Nano-Focus 

Nanotechnology 
Industry Practices 

& 
Regulation/Policy 
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Type of Organization 

Structure 

NGO Risk Perception 

Strategy 



Memo 
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Internet 

Snowball Sampling 



Spectrum of NGO’s 
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Type of Organization 
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Issues 

Represent 

Environmental  Public Health & 
Environmental 

Environment Public 



Structure 
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2005 Founded 

Size 

1967 

Members 

Global 

2.9 Million 

Washington, D.C. 

No Members 

Funding Private Org. Members 



Focus Low High 

Life-Cycle Research & 
Development All 

NGO Risk Perception 
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Target U.S. Government Nanotech Industry 

Goal Regulatory 
Change Moratorium 

Action Research /  
Partner 

Direct / 
Independent 

Strategy 

12 



Preliminary Findings 
• 80 Organizations Found 

–  30 Committing Resources 
–  50 Allies 

• Environment & Public Issues 
• Regulatory Change 

– Moratorium 
– Safer Industry Practices 
– Funding for EHS Research 

• Publications 
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Potential Impacts 

• Increased Funding for EHS Research 
 
• Retail and Manufacturing Practices 
 
• EPA Regulation over Nanosilver products 
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Hess, David J. (2010) 'Environmental Reform Organizations and Undone Science in the United States: Exploring 
the Environmental, Health and Safety Implications of Nanotechnology', Science as Culture, 19: 2, 181 - 214 



Future Research 

• What impact has NGO’s had on regulatory 
policy and industry practices? 

 
• Why do NGO’s care about nanotech? 
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Thank You! 
Thanks especially to: 

 
Faculty of The Center for Nanotechnology in Society 

Coordinators and Staff of INSET 
& 

CSEP & CNSI Personnel 
 

This material is based upon work supported by the National 
Science Foundation under Cooperative Agreement No. SES 

0938099 to the Center for Nanotechnology in Society  at UCSB. 
Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations 

expressed in this material  are those of the author(s) and do not 
reflect the views of the National Science Foundation. 
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